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It was not about glory or
recognition for Vietnam veteran
Tommy Young and World War II
veteran Aswell Calk, but about
completing their missions and
getting back home to see their
loved ones.

Young, a Pineville resi-
dent, and the family of the late
Calk, who was a Dry Prong resi-
dent, were given something
Tuesday that the two veterans
earned -- their medals of honor.

U.S. Rep. Rodney
Alexander, R-Quitman, pre-
sented the medals. He invited
the families of Young and Calk to
his local office for the medal cer-
emony.

Alexander said most sol-
diers don't think about getting
their medals until years later.

"When most soldiers are

close to passing away, that's
when they want to have the
medals, so they can give them to
their families," Alexander said.
"The families of Young and Calk
contacted us, and we did the
best we can to retrieve the
medals for them."

Young was the recipient
of four medals.

A sergeant first class dur-
ing his time of service, Young
joined the Army at 21 and fin-
ished his duty when he was 24.

Young was married to his
wife, Linda, for three months
when he went to war.

Linda said she worried
about her husband constantly
and heard many horrible stories
about Army life. Linda lived with
Tommy's mother and father after
he joined the Army.

"I was working at LSUA at
the time, and I kept asking
Tommy, 'How do you look?' and

'Did you lose any weight'?" Linda
said. "He maintained his weight.
It was rough with him being over-
seas, but I was also proud of him
at the same time."

Tommy Young said he
was enticed to re-enlist, but he
didn't because he missed his
family.

"I communicated by let-
ters one a week," he said. "When
my dad saw me, he said, 'I'm
proud of you, son.' I didn't go
back because military life wasn't
for me."

Calk died in 1997. His
children -- son Tommy Calk of
Dry Prong and daughters Deb-
ora Burke of Colfax, Beth Smith
of Dry Prong and Janet Cheval-
lier of Jena -- accepted his eight
medals.

Tommy Calk said his fa-
ther was part of the Army's 21st
Infantry from 1941-43.

Chevallier said she didn't

know her father had any medals
until they moved their mother,
Nettie Calk-Bruce, into a nursing
home.

"We found out my dad
had medals by an envelope we
found while moving our mother,"
Chevallier said.

Calk said his father was
shell-shocked and didn't talk
about his time in the Army.

"I remember when my
dad was driving and he didn't
see a crop-duster fly over him.
He pulled to the side of the road,
and he was scared," Calk said.
"He was just out of it.

"I'm proud of him, be-
cause he put his life on the line
to help this country."

Chevallier said she will
cherish the medals because they
are symbols of the legacy of her
father.

Mission accomplished: Medal ceremony honors veterans for service


